
November 25, 2019

To the Chapel Hill Town Council:  

I am petitioning the Town of Chapel Hill to revise the Deer Management Program to ban hunting 
within the city limits due to the public safety threat it has presented. 

I have lived in Parkside subdivision off Weaver Dairy Road Extension for 17 years.  It is a 
neighborhood of single-family homes on 0.13 to 0.27 acre lots, many of which back up to Town of 
Chapel Hill owned land utilized for Homestead Park and the proposed Upper Booker Creek Trail.  
Parkside is not the sort of place one would expect hunting to occur, but it does.  Hunting—both legal 
and illegal—is occurring in unexpected places and reflects a need for the town to revise the Deer 
Management Program adopted in 2010. 

This fall, a Parkside property owner installed a pop-up hunting blind in their backyard. Under current 
town policy, it is legal for this property owner to bow hunt deer on their lot, even though it is listed at 
only 0.21 acres, with the footprint of the house taking up most of the lot. No notification of neighbors 
or the town was required; therefore, residents never know when they walk outside if active hunting is 
taking place mere steps away.  

Last year outside of the established urban archery season,  a hunter installed a tree-stand and baited 
deer with corn on town-owned land abutting the Parkside neighborhood—this was along a foot path of 
the future Upper Booker Creek Trail often used by residents as a cut-through to Homestead Park. The 
issue was resolved by NC Wildlife Enforcement Officer Forrest Orr, who cited the hunter for not 
wearing blaze orange and having permission of the property owner.  Although the officer encountered 
the hunter with weapon in hand, they could not be cited for hunting out of season because they were 
not actually up on the stand at the time of encounter.  The hunter removed the stand at Officer Orr’s 
request.  

Photos documenting the two above incidents are attached. Please note the housing density in which this
hunting is taking place.  

Current hunting rules were formed in response to Mt Bolus neighborhood residents who in 2009 
petitioned the town that deer were eating their landscaping plants and they wanted to be able to hold a 
controlled hunt to reduce the deer population.  After a public forum, the current Deer Management 
Program was implemented.   

Unfortunately, it contained a weak enforcement mechanism.  When I first encountered a deer stand 
behind my house on town land,  no one I contacted knew who had jurisdiction.  I was bounced from the
town’s Parks and Recreation department to the county Animal Services to state Wildlife Resources 
Commission before finally being able to connect with a state enforcement field officer. Most people are
probably not going to take the time I did to find a resolution.

Additionally, there is only one state wildlife enforcement officer assigned to cover the three county 
region which includes Orange, Alamance and Caswell counties. Currently, this is Sgt Justin Mathis. 
Since violators must be caught in the act of hunting, finding and citing violators is challenging and 
time-consuming. Even when violators are caught, state penalties are mild such that they do not 
necessarily discourage repeat offense. 



With increasing development density, I fear it is only a matter of time before a hunting accident occurs. 
I respectfully ask the Council to ban hunting in the city limits and permit the harvesting of deer only by
professionals during organized culls which are pre-approved by the town and for which residents are 
given advance notification.  

Please be aware the next Urban Archery Season for property owners in Chapel Hill is coming up 
January 11 – February 16, 2020. 

Thank you for your consideration of this public safety issue. 

Sincerely, 

Beth Waldron
104 Caitlin Ct
Chapel Hill, NC 27516
bethjwaldron@gmail.com
919-636-1569


